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Weather

Staying dry
We can
expect things
to stay dry Fri-
day and into
the weekend,
with temperatures dropping in
the evenings. See Page 2A.

Overnight low 46
Friday’s high 56

By Jim Moore
of the Daily Courier

In a widely circulated e-mail
on Oct. 21, then-council hopeful
Richard Michelon blasted
Grants Pass City Manager
David Frasher, calling him a
“lightweight in the capacity of
city manager” and saying “you
better hope that I’m not elected
on council.”

Michelon was elected, and
will take his seat on the Grants
Pass City Council in January.

Ask the pair today and they
both say the fiery e-mail is a
non-issue.

“I think everybody will be
respectful and work together for
the betterment of the city,”
Frasher said.

“I wish I hadn’t said that,”

Michelon said. “It was a mad
kind of thing. I probably will
instigate a little tête-à-tête to
smooth things over. I don’t want
to be a threat.”

The pair met Friday and
Frasher said they cleared the
air.

“I don’t think Frasher and
myself are going to have a prob-
lem,” Michelon said. “…We
don’t have to agree on every-
thing, but we don’t have to bick-
er.”

Michelon’s e-mail was in
response to a letter from Frash-
er to Jerry Leagjeld regarding
numerous information requests
by Leagjeld of city staff mem-
bers.

In an Oct. 21 letter to Leagjeld,
Frasher expressed his concern
about the “ever-growing demands

of staff
resources”
made by
Leagjeld, who
is a member
of the city’s
budget com-
mittee. He
said David
Reeves, the
city’s finance
director, “has

had 20 such e-mail correspon-
dences with you in just the past
six months. 

Some of these took only a
few minutes of his time, while
others consumed hours, includ-
ing staff time from multiple
departments. As a result, hun-
dreds of dollars are being allo-
cated to these efforts without
any regard to whether it is of
any public benefit to the gener-
al population.”

Frasher also told Leagjeld he

could have
o b t a i n e d
much of the
information
he requested
by examin-
ing the bud-
get docu-
ment and
f i n a n c i a l
records he
already had

received from the city.
In addition, Frasher encour-

aged Leagjeld to use the city’s
Web site for research and invit-
ed him to “submit an open
records request for any addi-
tional ‘records’ that you would
like to examine at any time in
the future.”

Michelon said he sent the
inflammatory e-mail “in
defense of Jerry. The whole
flap is who owns that informa-
tion. My view is it’s owned by

the public through their elected
officials.”

Michelon said Frasher has a
valid point regarding staff
time.

“People should be able to get
information online without tak-
ing up staff time,” he said.

Michelon said he thinks the
staff are all great people, but,
“The city has a habit, and I’m
not blaming anybody there, that
their information is propri-
etary.”

For his part, on Nov. 3 Leag-
jeld wrote a letter of response
to Frasher saying the city man-
ager’s letter “contains mislead-
ing statements, singles me out
for ridicule and discriminates
against me for asking legiti-
mate questions as a citizen and
member of the budget commit-
tee.”

Michelon, Frasher to start with clean slate

FRASHERMICHELON

By Jeff Duewel
of the Daily Courier

The bigger the trees, the
harder they fall.

So George Jones of Grants
Pass takes great care of the 40-
to 75-foot Christmas trees that
he harvests each year and sells
to far-off resorts such as Sea
World in San Diego and Ritz-
Carlton hotels.

Last week Jones cut down six
of the giants which supplement
his regular Christmas tree sales
in Azalea and in Los Angeles.

The operation involves saw-
ing through the trunk while the
tree is hooked to a line
attached to a helicopter hover-
ing above. 

“The helicopter flies the
hook into me, I hook it to the
strap, shimmy down the tree,
the chopper puts a lean on the
tree, then I cut it,” said Jones,
who’s been
cutting big
trees for more
than a decade.
“It’s like poet-
ry in motion.”

Jones
decided to
chase trophy
trees several
years ago
after seeing a
50-foot blue
spruce sitting
in the fountain
at the Ritz-
Carlton in Los
Angeles.

“I thought,
‘Wow, is that
an ugly
Christmas
tree. I can do better than
that,’” Jones said.

He’d seen plenty of trees
working as a forester, so it did-
n’t take long to find prime
groves of white fir on private
timberlands near Butte Falls
and Howard Prairie Reservoir.

He tries to keep about 40 or
50 big ones in production, fertil-
izing and climbing up 50 feet or
more in the spring and summer
to cut the top off and trim the

branches, forcing fuller
branching.

“If I shear one for three or
four years, they’ll be premium
trees,” he said. “You don’t just
go out and find something that
grows this beautifully.”

Mother Nature also chips in,
providing frost
pockets crucial
to the perfect
conical shape.

“After the
tree buds start
to grow, a late
frost will burn
off the ends of
the trees,”
Jones said.
“The inner
ones don’t get
burned off. It’s
natures way of
shearing the
tree. They have
a good start.”

During the
harvest, Jones
taps into his
physical

strength from years of bicy-
cling to scramble from tree to
tree over as much as a mile.
The $2,000-per-hour helicopter
fee offers a motive to hustle.

On the landing, the trees are
winched through a custom-
made steel cone — “I told them
to make it strong enough to
suck a Volkswagen through” —
to  shrink and bale them to 8-
feet in diameter to save on
overwidth permits. 

“Then they get tarped on a
truck, as snug as a bug, like a
big round cigar,” Jones said.

Last week’s haul included
one bound for Florida and
another for the city of Houston

for $11,000, that was picked out
in person by a staff member
who flew out. Most clients settle
for an online view of the trees. 

Jones has done as many as
11 in a year, but the slow econ-

omy kept this year’s haul at
less than 10.

He used to do the Oklahoma
state capitol but “I called the
guy who bought it and they
said they have a new governor
who doesn’t like Christmas.”

His most lucrative job of all
is the Ritz-Carlton in Vallejo,
Calif., which has hired him to
cut, haul and decorate the tree
this year for a price Jones isn’t
comfortable unwrapping.

The 75-foot, 7,500-pound tree
is the largest he’s ever cut, too
big for a chopper, so it had to
be hauled by crane. Luckily it
was close to a road.

“I just got it baled yester-
day. I start on Nov. 17, and it
could take a week to decorate
that tree,” he said.

The 25,000 lights were
bought online, and Jones will
end up purchasing close to
2,000 ornaments.

“I started buying out all the
Home Depots in Los Angeles
County in October,” he said.
“Most stores stock about 250.
I’d buy them all.”

Jones’ son Stephen, his
brother and his business part-
ner and friend Jill Dean help
make the operation go.

“It’s a challenge to make
this work,” Jones said. “But
over the years I’ve fine-tuned
this business to where I can
make a profit at it. I give the
credit to God. He gives me the
knowledge and keeps me safe
while I’m working.”

Delivering the ‘perfect’ Christmas tree

By Stacy D. Stumbo
of the Daily Courier

Supporters of increased timber
harvests and those who oppose
them gathered Wednesday at
Anne Basker Auditorium to make
their opinions known to Josephine
County commissioners.

Jim Frick, chairman of the
Southern Oregon Resource
Alliance, gave a presentation
called “Moment of Decision” about
the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment’s Western Oregon Plan
Revision preferred alternative and
why commissioners should oppose
it.

SORA is a nonprofit group
formed in the 1980s to protest
wilderness designations. Today,
it is a local association of indi-
viduals and organizations work-
ing to defend responsible use of
natural resources. Frick and
SORA Vice-Chairman Jack Swift

asked com-
missioners to
protest the
WOPR and
preserve the
option to file
a lawsuit
against the
federal gov-
ernment at a
later date to
increase har-
vests or to
have the land turned over to the
county.

“You guys are the only ones
who can do that,” Frick said.
“The board of county commis-
sioners cannot delay.”

The BLM’s management plan
for 2.6 million acres in western
Oregon calls for doubling timber
harvests to 502 million board
feet — including 97 million
board feet in the Medford Dis-
trict, a 70 percent increase. The

502 million is less than the origi-
nal target of more than 700 mil-
lion in the BLM’s preferred
alternative.

Frick said county govern-
ment can expect budget short-
falls of about $13 million by 2012
if logging isn’t increased.

Part of the motive for the
revised plan was a lawsuit filed
by the timber industry charging
the BLM wasn’t following the
O&C Act of 1937, which directed
that forests be managed for tim-
ber production. The act dictated
that revenue from the federal
land in the 18 counties be split
with the counties. The money
was meant to reduce the eco-
nomic impact when railroad
companies were forced to return
the land to the federal govern-
ment for failure to abide by an
agreement.

JoCo commissioners hear
opinions on timber plan

FRICK

Associated Press

SWEET HOME — An Ore-
gon woman who is out
$400,000 after falling for a
well-known Internet scam
says she wasn’t a sucker or
an easy mark.

Janella Spears of Sweet
Home says she simply
became curious when she
received an e-mail promising
her $20.5 million if she would
only help out a long-lost rela-
tive identified as J.B. Spears
with a little money up front.

Spears told KATU-TV
about the scammers’ ability
to identify her relative by
name was persuasive.

“That’s what got me to
believe it,” she said. “So, why
wouldn’t you send over $100?”

Spears, who is a nursing
administrator and CPR
teacher, said she mortgaged
the house and took a lien out
on the family car, and ran
through her husband’s retire-
ment account.

She estimates it will take
two years to clear the debt
that accumulated in the
more than two years she
spent sending money to con
artists. 

Her family and bank offi-
cials told her it was all a
scam, she said, and begged
her to stop, but she persisted
because she became obsessed
with getting paid.

The scheme is often called
the “Nigerian scam” and it’s
familiar to many people with
e-mail accounts. It still exists
and it still works.

Woman speaks out
on ‘Nigerian scam’

Local man
harvests these
giants to sell to
far-off resorts 

Tension centered on heated e-mail

Turn to DISPUTE, Page 6A

Photo by George Jones

This 75-footer, bound for a hotel in Vallejo, Calif., is the largest ever cut by George Jones and was too
heavy to lift with a helicopter, so a crane was used.

“The helicopter flies
the hook into me, I
hook it to the strap,
shimmy down the
tree, the chopper
puts a lean on the
tree, then I cut it. It’s
like poetry in motion.

George Jones
on harvesting the giant trees

”
Photo by Pat Murphy

A helicopter hoists a huge Christmas tree cut by
George Jones, who has been harvesting the big
trees for more than a decade.

Turn to WOPR, Page 6A

A look ahead

What’s online

What’s inside

Model pets
A pet fashion show, a first at
the Grange Co-op in Grants
Pass, will feature canine
cuties modeling pet clothing.

Page 6A

Celebrate fall
We’ve
got lots of
fall and
holiday
ideas as
well as
some
upcom-
ing
events for you to consider in
the November Home & Gar-
den magazine.
HOME & GARDEN / Inside

A glazed look
A longtime local ceramic artist
discusses how she began
making pieces as a hobby
with her late husband and
became a specialist in the
quirky chemistry of glazes.
ENTERTAINMENT / Page 1B

Road warriors
The Grants
Pass High
football team
will take its 9-
1 record on
the road Fri-
day during
the second
round of the

Class 6A state playoffs.
SPORTS / Page 6B

Church baskets
As the economy sags, many
churches put together holiday
food baskets for congregation
members who’ve hit hard
times.

FRIDAY

Videos galore
Thursday’s online videos
include a preview of Grants
Pass’ playoff football game
against Jesuit, reports on a
Denton Trail fire and an
upcoming dog fashion show,
as well as a feature on a local
ceramics artist. See them at ...

thedailycourier.com


